The Plot Thickens:

A tour of the nightlife turned up some interesting rumours. It would seem that Niels, the useless son-in-law was seen skulking around Jansens house on the eve of the murder. It was also heard that Jansens widow was seeing Otto, another merchant. That very night Maya snuck into Otto’s house while Mrs Jansen was there. Both Brynmor and Max helped out at bit. After seeing Mrs Jansen out of her house Maya went on to make a new search of the crime scene. There she discovered a hidden drawer in Mr Jansen’s desk, but was unable to open it.

The next day they all came back to check it out and found a letter written by Jansen. In this letter he mentions a treasure that “The Idiot” will never get his hands on. Very interesting!
A quick visit to the tanner confirmed the suspicion that the red bootprint was front there and Niels had been there on the day of the murder. A visit to Niels’ wife revealed that he was missing these past two days. Gunter borrowed his boot that they found with red mud on it. It was a match to the tracks found in Jansens house!

The friends could not find Niels and they also needed to find out what the Duke had been up to. Was his sickness a true alibi or was he also a suspect? The butler told them that he wasn’t usually ill, even though he had said so!

Another murder!!! The Ornithologist was found dead in a gorge in the woods and an autopsy performed by Gunter and Max showed the telltale signs of foul play!

Karen did not know where Kasper was, but a search of the woods revealed a recent camp. They found Niels murdered and also found Kasper himself and Maya stopped his flight with an arrow to his leg. He told them of the murders. It would seem that the Duke had murdered first Jansen and then Niels, but who would believe a crazy kid over the local lord?
The friend contacted the chief of police and told him of the setup they would make that should reveal who the murderer was. Gunter made a fake black mail note in Niels’ wife’s name and sent it to the Duke. Maya and Brynmor hid at the mansion and waited for the Duke to leave. Then Maya broke in and searched the place for evidence. She found some conspicuous journals and they hurried back to town. In the meantime the Duke had arrived at the house and the friends tried to get the truth out of him. The Duke knew of Niels’ murder and claimed that his groundskeeper had informed him of it, but this turned out to be another lie. The discovery of the two blackmail letters in the Dukes study was the final proof.
Later in the forest the friend encountered the two old sisters that had had the Ornithologist as a lodger, they were picking plants that turned out to be poisonous and soon they admitted to the accidental murder. After a lengthy discussion the gang decided that this was a matter for the authorities and a gruelling trial ended with the ladies being burned as witches. This left both Max and Brynmor rather troubles and they spent a long time in meditation or prayer…
